Maths Marking Schema by Zion Ng (intzone.com/MathZ)

* Markers to note:
1) M – Method mark
Awarded when the method used is correct, regardless of computational or transfer errors. Cannot be awarded if the preceding method marks are not awarded.
A – Answer mark
Awarded for accuracy in computation of mathematical expression.

2) Marking
a) Cross out wrong answers to prevent alterations by pupils during checking of papers.

b) Indicate clearly where the method marks and answer marks are given.

c) Ignore deleted or superfluous workings.
3) For Section B questions, award full marks if the answer is correct. If the answer is wrong, award method marks accordingly as stated in the marking key, if any.

4) Transfer errors
Follow error through and award method marks accordingly. 
Answer marks should not be given for inaccurate computations arising from transfer errors, except for (iii).
i) Misread (eg. misread 123 as 132 and use 132 consistently throughout the question)

ii) Preceding computational errors (ie. wrong answers from previous steps)
iii) Final answer (ie. pupil had arrived & stopped at final answer in working, but copied it wrongly to the answer blank). In this case, mark the answer arrived at in the working.
5) Double errors
If a pupil makes a computational error essential to the solution and still arrives at the correct final answer, do not award the final answer mark. 2 wrongs do not make 1 right. When in doubt, use a calculator and follow the 1st error through and see if the correct final answer can be arrived at.

6) Deduct   eq \f(1,2)  mark from the final answer mark (A mark) if the pupil failed to include the required standard unit(s) for all Section C questions. Maximum penalty per question is  eq \f(1,2)  mark. 
7) Deduct   eq \f(1,2)  mark from the corresponding method mark (M mark) if a mathematically wrong statement (M.S.) is used for 4-mark and 5-mark questions only. Maximum penalty per question is  eq \f(1,2)  mark.
(see next page for examples of M.S.)
Examples of Mathematically Wrong Statements (M.S.)
	
	Wrong (
	Correct (

	UNITS
6 + 5 = 11 cm

(
6 apples

+

5 pears

≠ 

11 cm


	2.5 – 50 = $2

	250¢ - 50¢ 
= 200¢

OR
$2.50 - $0.50 
= $2

OR
$2.50 - 50¢ 
= $2


	
	$2.5
	$2.50



	
	$40 ÷ $5 = $8


	$40 ÷ $5 = 8 
OR
$40 ÷ $5 = 8 groups



	
	2 + 3 = 5 cm

2 cm + 3 cm = 5

2 + 3 cm = 5 cm
	2 + 3 = 5

2 cm + 3 cm = 5 cm

(2 + 3) cm = 5 cm



	
	Area ( 6 x 4 = 24 cm2


	Area ( 6 cm x 4 cm = 24 cm2
OR

Area ( (6 x 4) cm2  = 24 cm2



	
	Express Peter’s mass in terms of  y.

3y + 7    OR    (3y + 7)    OR    3y + 7 kg


	(3y + 7) kg

	EQUALITY
=

equality in ALL contexts

(
implies value in current context


	1 + 2 = 3 + 5 = 8


	1 + 2 = 3

3 + 5 = 8
(note 1+2 ≠ 3+5) 





	
	 eq \f(1,2)  = 60
	 eq \f(1,2)  unit = 60
OR
 eq \f(1,2)  ( 60

(note   eq \f(1,2) = 0.5 is mathematically correct)



	
	10% = $30
	10% of the cost = $30
OR
10% ( $30

(note  10% =  eq \f(10,100) = 0.1 is mathematically correct)



	
	 eq \f(3,4)  x 100    = 75%
OR
 eq \f(3,4)  x 100% = 75


	 eq \f(3,4)  x 100% = 75%

	TIME
Time is in base-60, not base-10

Clock time is meant to be read, not added or subtracted
	11.15 am – 10.45am = 30 min


	Use a timeline to show the transition of time.
(Clock time cannot be operated on arithmetically like normal numbers. Try keying the expression into a calculator and see the results)



	
	9.45 am + 1h 15 min = 11.00 am


	Use a timeline to show the transition of time.

(Different “units”. It’s like saying 3kg + 2cm = 5cm. Besides, a.m. and p.m. are labels, not units)



	
	Add 1h 20min to 1h 10min.

1.20 + 1.10 = 2.30


	1h 20min + 1h 10min = 2h 30min

(2.30h = 2.30 x 60min = 138min

2h 30min = (2x60min) + 30min = 150min)




<< THE END >>
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